October 28, 2025

TO: Traffic Commission

SUBJECT: T.C. 92-105
Request for Parking Restrictions on the West Side of Magnolia Street
between Westminster Boulevard and Hazard Avenue for a
Third Southbound Travel Lane

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Traffic Commission approve the installation of parking
restrictions on the west side of Magnolia Street between Westminster Boulevard and
Hazard Avenue to allow striping for a third southbound travel lane.

DISCUSSION

Staff has received multiple requests from the residents to study the feasibility of installing
an additional travel lane on Magnolia Street, in the southbound direction, between
Westminster Boulevard and Hazard Avenue.

Exhibit A illustrates the study vicinity, adjacent land uses, and traffic control devices
currently in place along Magnolia Street.

Occupancy Analysis (On-street Parking)

There is a 200 foot on-street parking segment on the west side of Magnolia Street between
Westminster Boulevard and Hazard Avenue that provides approximately ten (10) on-street
parking spaces. An occupancy study of the on-street parking segment was conducted by
the City of Westminster Traffic Engineering Division. Staff visited the site during the
daytime and nighttime for an entire week. It was determined that the average number of
occupied on-street parking spaces is two. Therefore, typically, the on-street parking
segment is only twenty percent, or two spaces, occupied.

Parking Analysis (Off-street Parking)

A variety of land uses occupy the west side of Magnolia Street. These uses include a
church, office, commercial and residential (mobile home park, single family units and
multi-family units). The Traffic Engineering Division conducted a thorough site visit and
quantified the number of off-street parking spaces provided by each development. The
number of spaces currently in place was compared to the recommended number of parking
spaces provided by the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Parking Generation
Manual, 3 Edition, 2004. In each case the actual number of parking spaces provided
exceeds the number of recommended parking spaces.

The table below summarizes the off-street parking conditions for the subject area:



Parking Analysis (Off-street Parking)

Sufficient
Land Use Parking Supply Parking
(Yes/No)
1 | Office/Commercial On-Site Parking Yes
Prado Verde Mobile Home Resident Parking & 30 Visitor Parking
2 Yes
Park Spaces
3 | Residential {Gated) Resident Parking & Curb Parking Yes
4 | Residential Resident Parking Yes
5 | Church On-Site Parking Yes
6 | Residential Resident Parking Yes

Traffic Volume & Capacity Analysis

Exhibit B illustrates the north-south traffic volumes for major and secondary arterials in
the City of Westminster, south of Westminster Boulevard. According to the Westminster
2024 Traffic Flow Map, the busiest corridor in the City is Beach Boulevard which services
approximately 63,000 vehicles per day. Magnolia Street carries approximatelty 37,000
vehicles per day and is the fourth most congested corridor in the City. The fifth busiest
corridor is Goldenwest Street which services approximately 36,000 vehicles per day. Per
OCTA MPAH: with 37,000 Average Daily Traffic (ADT), it is classified as major arterial
with 6 lanes symmetric.

‘The subject roadway scgment is the only portion of Magnolia Street in Westminster with
two travel lanes in the southbound direction. The segments between the SR-22 Freeway in
the City of Garden Grove to the 1-405 Freeway in the City of Fountain Valley, provide a
total of three southbound travel lanes. The operational conditions of the roadway segment
would be significantly improved if it were upgraded to a six lane highway (three
northbound and three southbound lanes). In comparison, Goldenwest Street services less
traffic and is currently a six lane highway throughout the City.

Accident Analysis

Staff obtained the collision history report from the Westminster Police Department. The
report summarizes the total number of collisions and primary collision factors on Magnolia
Street between Westminster Boulevard and Oasis Avenue. There have been a total of 28
collisions within the subject roadway since 2015. Seventeen of these collisions have
involved vehicles traveling southbound along Magnolia Street. Several of these involve
vehicles that have merged into the number two travel lane to avoid parked cars along the
curb.




Study Findings

The Traffic Engineering Division considers on-street parking to be a commodity. Contrary
to past trends, today, most households own and operate more than one vehicle. The City
must carefully consider the removal of on-street parking for safety and operational
improvements, while protecting on-street parking as the demand for parking continues to
increase across the City.

Two issues come into play when considering the removal of on-street parking. Is the
elimination of on-street parking due to safety concerns, enhanced traf fic operations or driver
comfort?

Based on staff’s field observations, parked vehicles reduce the operational conditions of
Magnolia Street between Westminster Boulevard and Hazard Avenue. As illustrated in
Exhibit C, staff recommends the installation of a third travel lane in the southbound
direction between Westminster Boulevard and Hazard Avenue. The proposed improvement
will result in 200 feet of parking restrictions; a loss of approximately 10 parking spaces.
Roadway safety will also be enhanced by the proposed parking restrictions.

The residents and adjoining businesses were informed of tonight’s meeting.

Respectfulqubmitted,

Bill Pham, W

Senior Traffic Engineer

Attachments:
Exhibits A, B & C
Traffic Collision History Report
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